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NDT Qualification Exams 

are profiled as are flash-

light use for NDT Inspec-

tions. Cyber security re-

sources are reinforced in 

the wake of Russia’s inva-

sion of Ukraine. A South 

Yard Assembly Building 

update is provided.  

Please let us know what you think 

about this bulletin! 

Send questions about any article, con-

tent suggestions and comments to 

Cindy Stitz-Galvan at 860.433.4743 

or email EBSIB@gdeb.com 

 

Update 

LETTER TO THE SUPPLIERS 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In This Issue... 

 

As Omicron BA.2 presents 

yet another wave of posi-

tive Covid cases, ensure 

your employees are aware 

of testing and vaccination 

options either at your facil-

ity or in your community. 

Dear Valued Supplier, 

 
It is my pleasure to introduce myself to you and your teams as the newly appointed Vice 

President of Quality for Electric Boat. I have been a shipbuilder for 20 years and have held 

various technical and leadership positions in Engineering and Design, Radiological Controls, 

and Quality, most recently serving as the Director of Supplier Quality. In this role, I devel-

oped a deep appreciation for our supply base and the important role that you play in helping 

Electric Boat deliver ships to the Navy in support of our national defense- Thank you! 

 

We are currently experiencing tremendous growth in submarine production. We are contin-

uing to ramp up construction of the COLUMBIA class in addition to our VIRGINIA con-

struction efforts. The lead ship of the COLUMBIA program, the Navy’s top acquisition prior-

ity, is approaching 20% construction complete and construction of the second ship of the 

class is underway. 

For the VIRGINIA class, Electric Boat and Newport News delivered two new attack subma-

rines, USS Oregon (SSN 793), and USS Montana (SSN 794), the 20th and 21st boats of the 

class. There are currently 12 VIRGINIA class submarines under construction and discus-

sions continue about increasing VIRGINIA class construction from two a year to three a 

year.  

Continuous production presents a tremendous opportunity for the entire industry and it is 

critical as we collectively grow, we keep safety and quality at the forefront of our endeavors. 

Every person at Electric Boat and our suppliers has a role to play in ensuring that we deliver 

highly capable and high quality products to our customers. The quality is built into our prod-

ucts day after day by following good work practices such as procedural compliance, fully 

documenting our work, and signing for the completion of small steps. This culmination of 

effort from every member of our valued workforce is what gives us the confidence to certify a 

submarine to go out to sea so the crew can carry out their mission. 

I want to thank you, on behalf of Electric Boat, for all of your support to date and your con-

tinued support moving forward. Shipbuilding is challenging 

work. Together, we are most successful when we develop 

strong working relationships that foster open and collaborative 

communication. We can use this relationship to help each oth-

er address issues and identify opportunities for continuous 

improvement during every step of the process. Our entire Sup-

ply Chain Management team look forward to working with you 

to accomplish our mission of building the best submarines in 

the world. 

Sincerely, 

Megan Roberts—Vice President of Quality  

Electric Boat Corporation   



 

SIB | Page 2 

 

 

 BEST PRACTICES 

NDT Qualification Exams 

Safety Brief—Shock Prevention 101 
 Before handling any electrical equipment, put on the proper PPE (make sure gloves are dry) 

 Inspect electrical tools and equipment thoroughly before use and handling 

 Remove damaged equipment from use immediately 

 Return equipment to point of issue for repair or service 

If you discover damaged live electrical equipment and cannot disconnect it safely, follow your 

company’s electrical safety protocols or contact your supervisor. 

Electricity 

Will Always 

Take the 

Path of 

Least        

Resistance! 

During the process of assessing supplier nondestructive testing (NDT) programs, it has been noted that numerous organ-

izations have questions in their certification (qualification) exams that are verbatim from the ASNT question and answer 

(Q&A) books. Some of the exams that have been reviewed had as little as one question from the Q&A books and some 

exams had only questions from the Q&A books. If your exams have any questions from the Q&A books it is a specifica-

tion nonconformance.  

If you are following the 1980 and newer edition SNT-TC-1A, it is unacceptable to use questions verbatim from the ASNT 

questions and answers books. This has been reaffirmed by ASNT Interpretation 20-04. 

The level III (examiner) needs to review the questions on every certification exam or, if used, in the question database to 

verify that the questions are not derived from the Q&A Books. Section 8.1.1 of the 2016 edition of SNT-TC-1A spells out 

that the level III is responsible for the approval of the qualification examination questions in the method they are respon-

sible. It is acceptable to use the questions from the Q&A books for exams during training courses but not if those exams 

are going to be used as part of the certification exams. While it is generally regarded that the Level III will prepare the 

certification exams, this is not a requirement. Anyone in an organization can prepare the exams as long as the level III 

reviews them and the person that prepared the exam does not take the exam as part of the certification process (self-

administration is unacceptable per section 8.1.8 of SNT-TC-1A). 

ASNT distributed test generation software called “Expert Training System (ETS) for Windows”. The software came pre-

loaded with general exam questions; these questions were verbatim from the Q&A books, making them unacceptable for 

use on certification exams. If you currently are or have been using this software for generation of exams, you will need to 

check your exams and your question database to verify that none of the questions are from the Q&A books.  

If you are an examiner that is taking over an NDT program, it is your responsibility to review all aspects of the NDT pro-

gram to verify it meets the requirements of Technical Publication T9074-AS-GIB-010-271, SNT-TC-1A, and any other 

requirements that have been imposed. The review of the NDT program includes reviewing the tests from previous exam-

iners. This may not be what you want to hear when you take over an NDT program, but if the previous examiner was uti-

lizing tests with verbatim questions, you are required to compile new exams and administer them to personnel that had 

taken an exam with verbatim questions.  

For individuals requiring assistance with the generation of exams, ASNT has a guide for developing certification exami-

nations. The book, “A Guide to Developing NDT Certification Examinations”, item number 2100, can be obtained from 

ASNT by contacting them at (800)222-2768. 

 

Questions regarding this article can be sent to EBSIB@gdeb.com for adjudication. 
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 BEST PRACTICES 

Flashlight Use for NDT Inspections 

A potential issue for both suppliers and Electric Boat is having VT and MT welds that still have rejectable silica and slag 

on the surface. One of the root causes that can lead to missing the silicon slag is that depending on the lighting used, the 

silicon slag can be very difficult to detect, especially after the surface has been power wire brushed. 

When performing any NDT inspection, the inspection area shall be adequately illuminated so that surfaces are free from 

shadows that could interfere with the proper evaluation of any discontinuities. Best practice for the selection of the light 

source, whether LED or incandescent, is to have the Examiner approve the lighting sources for each inspection method 

to ensure that everyone is using the same adequate illumination during inspections for consistency. A hand-held flash-

light is usually the best choice. 

Optimum— No Glare and No Shadows 

 

Weak Batteries and Scratched 

Lenses Create Shadows 

Too Bright Creates Glare on 

Shiny Surfaces 
When inspecting a surface with a flashlight, the light must be 

moved around so the inspection area is observed from all 

possible angles. This is especially important when inspecting 

newly ground weld surfaces, and is applicable to VT inspec-

tions, as well as the MT and PT inspection methods. 

Remember that before beginning any inspection, ensure that 

an adequate light source is selected and that during the in-

spection, move the light around so that the inspection area is 

observed with the light at as many different angles as is pos-

sible to ensure that indications are not missed due to glare 

from the surface or the intensity of the light. 

The following page of the SIB contains a Specification Effectivity Flowchart for refer-

ence purposes. Questions regarding the flowchart can be directed to                            

EBSIB@gdeb.com. Questions regarding the technical content within the tasks can be 

directed to your cognizant Supplier Quality Engineer.  
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FROM THE SECURITY DESK 

South Yard Assembly Building Update 
 

From EB Communications: 

 

On March 10th, 2022, Electric Boat cele-

brated the topping off milestone for its 

South Yard Assembly Building (SYAB) when 

the last beam was placed atop the structure. 

 

The SYAB is the centerpiece of Electric 

Boat’s $1.85 billion facilities expansion project at Groton and Quonset Point 

to support construction of the Columbia-class ballistic missile submarine. 

 

The 200,000 square-foot building is the largest construction project to take 

place at Electric Boat in over 50 years. 

Follow EB Social Media 
Facebook: 

General Dynamics Electric Boat 

Twitter: 

@GD Electric Boat 

Instagram: 

gdelectricboat 

YouTube: 

GD Electric Boat 

LinkedIn: 

General Dynamics Electric Boat 

EB Landing: 

www.EBlanding.com 

 In Case You Missed It— Cyber Security and                                    

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine 

As we continue to monitor the Russia and Ukraine conflict, the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), 

along with the National Security Agency (NSA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) are warning of the regular 

targeting of United States cleared defense contractors and the overall Defense Industrial Base (DIB).   

CISA encourages all Critical infrastructure organizations to review the joint CSA: Russian State-Sponsored Cyber Actors 

Target Cleared Defense Contractor Networks to Obtain Sensitive U.S. Defense Information and Technology and apply 

the necessary mitigations. 

Given the elevated risk of cyber threats, Electric Boat would like to provide several additional resources published by 

CISA for your awareness: 

 

 StopRansomware.gov 

 CISA Current Activity Alerts and Tips 

 Understanding and Mitigating Russian State-Sponsored Cyber Threats 

 CISA Compiles Free Cybersecurity Services and Tools for Network Defenders 

As a reminder, in the unfortunate event that your organization suffers a compromise of company information systems, 

you should follow the incident reporting requirements of the DFARS Clause 252.204-7012 should any network or system 

process, store or transmit Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI). Additionally, please report any compromise to EB 

Security via EB.Supplier.Security@gdeb.com. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  

https://www.cisa.gov/uscert/ncas/current-activity/2022/02/16/russian-state-sponsored-actors-target-cleared-defense-contractor
https://www.cisa.gov/uscert/ncas/current-activity/2022/02/16/russian-state-sponsored-actors-target-cleared-defense-contractor
https://www.cisa.gov/uscert/ncas/alerts/aa22-047a
https://www.cisa.gov/uscert/ncas/alerts/aa22-047a
https://us-cert.cisa.gov/ncas/current-activity/2021/07/15/new-stopransomwaregov-website-us-governments-one-stop-location
https://us-cert.cisa.gov/ncas/current-activity
https://www.cisa.gov/uscert/ncas/alerts/aa22-011a
https://www.cisa.gov/uscert/ncas/current-activity/2022/02/18/cisa-compiles-free-cybersecurity-services-and-tools-network
mailto:EB.Supplier.Security@gdeb.com

